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O B J E C T I V E S O F T H E BU T R I N T F O U N D AT I O N
The Butrint Foundation was established by Lord Rothschild and Lord Sainsbury
of Preston Candover in January 1993 as a charitable trust. Its principal objective
is to restore and preserve the Butrint site in southern Albania for the benefit of
the public.

■

■

Registered address:
The Butrint Foundation
The Dairy, Waddesdon Manor
Waddesdon, Aylesbury
Buckinghamshire HP18 0JH
Office address:
The Butrint Foundation
64a The Close
Norwich
Norfolk NR1 4DR
Tel: +44 (0) 1603 615932
Email: enquiries@butrintfoundation.co.uk
www.butrintfoundation.co.uk

Other objectives include:
■

■

■

The improvement, protection and preservation of the natural aspect,
character, amenities and ecology of the Butrint site

■

Support of the Butrint National Park and protection of the World Heritage
Site from development

■

The excavation, restoration, preservation and protection of any locations or
structures within the Butrint site of national, architectural, archaeological,
historic or artistic interest

■

The promotion of public access to, and enjoyment of, the Butrint site by the
creation and improvement of appropriate facilities and amenities

The preservation and protection of historical records concerning the Butrint
site and the display of any objects discovered there or associated with it

The conservation of animal, bird and plant wildlife within the area of the
Butrint National Park and the World Heritage Site

Improving education on matters of historic, artistic, archaeological or aesthetic
interest relating to Butrint

Assisting in the promotion of sustainable tourism to the Saranda/
Butrint region
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D I R E C TO R ’ S R E P O RT
The year 2008 was one of transition for the Butrint Foundation. While it
continued to sponsor a wide range of activities and to build upon earlier
achievements, it did so through programmes of increasing partnership with its
Albanian colleagues and with a number of initiatives, such as excavation of the
Western Defences and the training excavation on Vrina plain, being led by
Albanian colleagues. Projects such as the on-site conservation work were
specifically tailored to ensure that the results could be integrated into future site
management by the Butrint National Park, seeking a long-term sustainable
approach to management that can be administered locally with additional,
rather than primary, help from the Foundation.

Pot group from Western Defences

Roman ceramic gladiator’s head from the Forum

T RU S T E E S ’ F O R EWO R D
The Butrint Foundation exists to restore and preserve the Butrint site on the
coast of Southern Albania for the benefit of all. As Trustees, we are pleased to
report that the Foundation has made steady progress in the fulfillment of its
objectives during the past year.

Loom weights from Diaporit

school book, distributed in 2007. The Foundation also supported local projects
such as the rebuilding of the ‘Kasolle’, a community shop on the site where
local Butrint handicrafts were sold, which was destroyed by a storm in 2007.

In 2008 significant results were obtained at excavations at the Western Defences
where deposits indicate a ninth-century attack upon the city. Two iron implements
were found which may have been trigger mechanisms from catapults or ballistae.
A field survey near the village of Mursia identified the site of a large Roman villa.
Future investigations will explore the intriguing possibility that the villa might
be that of Titus Pomponius Atticus, who was Cicero’s friend and correspondent.

None of the successes of the Foundation would be possible without the generous
support of our donors, to whom we are most grateful. Our particular thanks go
to Packard Humanities Institute and Dr David Packard for support of the
archaeological research programme and to the Howard and Nancy Marks Fund,
for help with our conservation work. We should also record our thanks to the
members of the Philanthropic Collaborative and their representative Mr Bill
Dietel. We are fortunate to have as partners in Albania, the Minister of Culture,
Tourism and Youth, Mr Ylli Pango and at Butrint, the Director of the Butrint
National Park, Mr Ylli Cerova.

Conservation and presentation of the site for the benefit of the wider public are
important aims of the foundation. The programme to repair monuments and take
greater control of the woodland continued from previous years. By thinning the
vegetation selectively, as well as promoting new growth, the Foundation has been
able to open up new views of the site. These new vistas make it easier for the
visitor to appreciate the site and how the site’s different parts relate to each other.

During the year we are pleased to report that Brian Ayers was appointed as
Director of the Foundation. He has made a significant start in reviewing the
Foundation’s activities both here and in Albania. As trustees, we are aware of the
need to keep the Foundation’s activities continually under review, and to ensure
that it remains effective in restoring and conserving Butrint for the enjoyment
and study of future generations.

The Butrint Foundation’s work with the community in Albania is important.
We are making progress with a wide array of initiatives such as renovating the
community centre in Mursia and working with school children using the Butrint
2
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Such approaches require a changing role for the Butrint Foundation. The
present writer was appointed as Director in September 2008 and immediately
undertook a review of the future direction of the Foundation, its aims, objectives
and commitments, in order to ensure that it continues to provide Butrint, its
hinterland and our Albanian colleagues with appropriate support in the years
ahead. This review was timely, coinciding as it did with the economic crisis
currently affecting much of the global economy and which will inevitably
impact upon cultural heritage. The review, and its draft Forward Plan, seek to
establish a three-year programme for the Butrint Foundation and they are
currently under consideration by the Foundation’s Trustees.
The Foundation has continued to enjoy the great good fortune of most generous
sponsorship of its work. The archaeological programme, of both excavation and
post-excavation work to publication and archiving, is entirely supported
financially by the Packard Humanities Institute; this remarkable funding is now
entering its tenth year. Conservation work, of the monuments of Butrint and of
the natural environment within which the site sits, continued to be financed by
significant grants from the Howard and Nancy Marks Fund. The Community
Programme also continued to receive generous funding from the Philanthropic
Collaborative. The Butrint Foundation is extremely grateful to all these donors
for this steadfast support.

vistas both out of the site and into it from outside. The impact of these relatively
minor changes is considerable, enabling visitors to appreciate more clearly the
relationship of the Butrint site both to the lake and to the wider hinterland.
Infrastructural work, some visible, such as construction of the ‘Kasolle’ for the
sale of locally-made products, some less visible, such as work on the museum
stores, continues to assist development of the site. Problems naturally remain:
car parking at Butrint is neither adequate nor efficient; toilet facilities are
lamentable; site interpretation, although much improved in recent years,
continues to require investment; the need to cover mosaics, particularly the
Baptistery mosaic, with sand in order to preserve them, thereby depriving the
public of viewing opportunities, is both frustrating and irritating. The Butrint
Foundation is working on all these issues, seeking close co-operation with the
National Park authorities for sustainable, long-term solutions.
Contact with the local community is an important part of the work of the
Foundation and is greatly assisted by the Foundation’s local agent, Smirald Kola.
He not only ensures close links with officers of the Butrint National Park but also
liaises with mayors and others in the villages around the Butrint site. In addition
he co-ordinates training programmes for local producers, sources raw materials,
encourages co-operative ventures, such as participation in artisan fairs, provides
information for local schools and oversees Butrint Foundation initiatives, such as
its experiment in sustainable watermelon farming that concluded in 2008. Smirald’s
work is an invaluable contribution to the effectiveness of the Foundation.
Environmental team

The results of the work continue to be remarkable. The immediate visible
success is the enhanced visitor experience enjoyed by anyone who now visits the
site. Careful woodland management, as well as helping to improve conservation of
major monuments, such as the perimeter walls of the city, has also opened up new
BUTRINT FOUNDATION Annual Report 2008
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in Albania, and was successful in becoming part of a partnership in an EU project
aimed at improving conservation of historic assets in southeast Europe and
building a network of expertise. Participation in this project will, inter alia,
enable Albanian craftsmen from Butrint to work with colleagues from Croatia,
Hungary, Kosovo and Romania, sharing skills and learning new approaches.

Mt Mile, Kalivo and lake Butrint

The archaeological programme, with its allied training initiatives, continues to
be the largest of the Butrint Foundation’s activities. Although fieldwork was on a
smaller scale than in earlier years, the team assembled in 2008 for survey,
excavation, environmental study and finds’ work was formidable. Over 80
people worked at the site, with results that are outlined in this Annual Report.
The archaeological programme is supported by the ongoing publication
programme and attendant site archiving. These latter are often unsung but they
will form the real legacy of the archaeological work of the Foundation: progress
remains good for full publication of the major reports that continue to be
supplemented by other publications, such as academic papers and the Butrint
Series, production of volumes being under the confident and skilful direction of
Inge Lyse Hansen; digitising the archive is now well-advanced, overseen and
coordinated most efficiently by Sarah Leppard. Together, these two initiatives
will ensure both the best-published site in the eastern Mediterranean and an
accessible archive of world-class standard.
Achievements such as these will not be mere academic trophies. Well-published
research and accessible archives are prerequisites for informed future management
of the site, research underpinning decision-making in a variety of fields. Audience
development and marketing rely upon an understanding of the site for effectiveness;
conservation of the historic environment needs knowledge of the extant and
potential archaeological resource; further fieldwork can only be targeted costefficiently if linked to a thorough understanding of previous investigation.
The Butrint Foundation has long worked with its Albanian colleagues in
partnership towards archaeological objectives and towards future sustainable
management of the Butrint site. Such activity broadened in 2008 when the
Foundation assisted with the SEE Heritage (South East Europe Heritage) meeting
4
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None of the activities of the Butrint Foundation would be possible without the
support of the Albanian authorities. This support starts in Tirana with that of the
Minister of Culture (Ylli Pango in 2008), the Director of National Heritage Ols
Lafe, the Director of the Institute of Archaeology Shpresa Gjongecaj and her
Assistant Director Ilir Gjipali; and it continues locally with the Director of the
Butrint National Park Ylli Cerova and his staff as well as with the local representative
of the Institute of Archaeology Dhimitër Çondi. Thanks must be given to them all.
Most importantly, the continued strong and generous support of the Trustees of
the Butrint Foundation, particularly that of Lord Rothschild and Lord
Sainsbury, deserves wide acknowledgement. Officers of an organisation such as
the Foundation cannot operate without the clear-sighted assistance of their
Trustees and this Director is fortunate to have Trustees who provide this
admirably. He is also fortunate to work with a team of dedicated colleagues,
foremost amongst whom is Professor Richard Hodges, the Scientific Director,
who is always ready with sage and sound advice. In addition, he receives similar
advice from his colleague Diana Ndrenika, the Director of the International
Centre for Albanian Archaeology in Tirana, and he leans heavily upon his
colleagues David Bescoby, Andrew Crowson, Inge Lyse Hansen, Oliver Gilkes,
Simon Greenslade, Smirald Kola and Sarah Leppard for advice, information,
assistance and support. All of these colleagues deserve the warmest thanks.
Finally, two former members of Butrint Foundation staff should be thanked.
Rupert Smith, the previous Director, was both thoughtful and helpful in
assisting a smooth handover to his successor while Alison Ferrary, the former
Administrator, was a fount of information, greatly helping to ensure that the
early ignorance of the new Director turned to at least partial understanding.
Alison’s own handover was accompanied by exceptionally detailed notes, tangible
evidence of the legacy of efficiency that she has left behind. Future progress of
the Butrint Foundation will owe much to the systems that she has bequeathed to
it and thus it is appropriate to conclude this report with warmest thanks to her.
Brian Ayers Director

A RC H A E O LO G Y
The Butrint Foundation carried out a range of archaeological projects and other
initiatives at Butrint between late May and the end of July, and during October to
November 2008, in partnership with the Albanian Institute of Archaeology and
the Butrint National Park. These activities continued the success of established
projects at Butrint, integrating the management, archaeology and presentation
of the World Heritage Site with practical training of young Albanians.
Archaeological fieldwork at Butrint during 2008 was concentrated in a number
of small scale projects aimed largely at surveying and re-appraising important
aspects of the ancient city and its environs. The summer excavations were directed
by the Butrint Foundation’s Scientific Director Richard Hodges, partnered by
Ilir Gjipali of the Albanian Institute of Archaeology. Project management was
carried out by Andrew Crowson and Oliver Gilkes (both Butrint Foundation).
Dhimitër Çondi acted as principal co-director of all the archaeological projects
on behalf of the Institute of Archaeology; these were overseen for the Butrint
Foundation by Oliver Gilkes. The field projects were carried out in conjunction
with the Butrint National Park Archaeology Officer, Erjona Qilla.
A handful of small trenches were dug at the Vrina Plain Roman townhouse, site
of training and research excavations since 2003, and the final records of the
excavation were made and checked by Simon Greenslade (Butrint Foundation).
The first comprehensive survey of the city’s Roman aqueduct and water supply
was undertaken by Andrew Wilson (University of Oxford) between Xarrë and
Butrint during the summer and, in the autumn, a field survey - specifically seeking
further Roman period sites on the eastern valley slopes - was carried out by
Alessandro Sebastiani and Emanuele Vaccaro (both University of Siena) between
Diaporit and Mursia. These extramural projects were complemented by additional
work by David Bescoby (Butrint Foundation) on palaeo-environmental studies
focused on contemporary Roman shorelines and environmental changes
affecting the ancient city and its hinterland.
Inside Butrint, research focussed on the city’s early medieval history. In partnership
with the International Centre for Albanian Archaeology, Tirana, the Butrint
Foundation supported new excavations directed by Solinda Kamani (Albanian
Institute of Monuments), assisted by Matthew Logue (University of Sheffield),
in a tower of the Western Defences, now known to be the city’s centre of
command during the Byzantine period.

Aerial view of the Western Defences showing the 3 towers

On the city acropolis, problems of phasing the periods of use of the east end of the
hill, in particular those of a small basilica, were addressed through clearance and
structural analysis of the various fabrics of the surviving masonry by Matthew
Logue and through photogrammetric recording by Nevila Molla and a team
from the University of Siena to refine masonry typologies and to provide new
archaeological interpretations.
Greatest emphasis during the summer months was laid upon post-excavation
studies and research into the materials recovered from the large excavations of
recent years at the project offices and laboratories established in nearby Ksamili
village. Inge Lyse Hansen (Butrint Foundation), assisted by Wendy Monkhouse
(University College London) oversaw the programming of object illustration,
photography and archive assembly. Objects and ceramics were illustrated by
Adelheid Heil, Julia Jarrett and Patricia Caprino. James Barclay-Brown
undertook the photography of all objects from the excavations and archive
materials in the Butrint Museum and stores.
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The largest complement of material specialists ever assembled by the Foundation
pursued the cataloguing and analysis of the finds as well as processing
environmental samples from the recent excavations. The Finds Department was
managed by Sarah Leppard (Butrint Foundation) and Sabina Veseli (Institute of
Archaeology) supported by Valbona Hoxha and Amy Culwick (both Butrint
Foundation). Logistics and programming was managed by Sarah Leppard
(Butrint Foundation). Hellenistic and Roman ceramics were studied by Paul
Reynolds (University of Barcelona) assisted by Emanuele Vaccaro (University of
Siena). Joanita Vroom (University of Sheffield) studied the post-Roman pottery
supported by Jose Lopez (University of Granada), Fotini Kondyli (University of
Birmingham) and illustrator Patricia Caprino (University of Lecce). Study of the
coin assemblages was undertaken by Sam Moorhead, Richard Abdy (both British
Museum), Pagona Papadopoulou (Koç University), together with Shpresa
Gjongecaj (Institute of Archaeology). Small finds were studied by John Mitchell
(University of East Anglia). Sarah Jennings (English Heritage) studied the vessel,
mosaic and window glass with additional cataloguing by Lisa Joynes. Finds from
the excavations were conserved by Pippa Pearce with assistance from Maickel
von Bellegem (both British Museum). The Butrint Physical Anthropology
Project was led by Todd Fenton with Jared Beatrice, Angela Soler and Carolyn
Hurst (all Michigan State University). Faunal remains were recorded by
Adrienne Powell and Richard Madgwick (both University of Cardiff ). Processing
and sorting of environmental soil samples was carried out by Catherine
Rumbelow, Edward Grace (both Cardiff University) and Valbona Hoxha.
The Butrint Foundation’s electronic archive, archaeological database and GIS system
were maintained to keep pace with the post-excavation studies and new surveys.
The Integrated Archaeological Database and electronic archive were managed on
site by Sarah Leppard. David Bescoby conducted all GIS and electronic survey
work for the projects. The task of rationalising and structuring the Butrint Museum
stores continued throughout the year towards completion during late autumn
with full digital inventories being assembled. The material archives in the stores
were organised by Evisa Gaçi (Butrint Foundation) with Sarah Leppard.
Jerry O’Dwyer and Muzafer Lazë (Butrint Foundation) implemented all project
logistics and the field teams were further supported by Butrint Foundation staff
Alison Ferrary (London) and Smirald Kola (Saranda). Thanks are also due to our
colleagues in the International Centre for Albanian Archaeology in Tirana,
particularly Diana Ndrenika for her practical advice and assistance.
6
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Sincere gratitude is extended to all 83 participants who contributed so much to
making the Butrint 2008 field projects a tremendously successful and rewarding
experience. Lastly, particular thanks are extended to both Shpresa Gjongecaj,
Director of the Institute of Archaeology, and Ylli Cerova, Director of the Butrint
National Park, for facilitating the year’s fieldwork.
Roman bath-house and mausoleum
The 2008 summer archaeological training excavation took place at a site on the
far eastern side of the Vrina Plain. The area had been investigated by geophysical
surveys in the late 1990s, the results of which were interpreted as a possible
Roman villa complex, and by a trial excavation in 2003 that located elements of
an associated bath-house. In the event, the southern extent of the bath-house
was uncovered along with elements of other buildings, probably of the 1st or
2nd centuries AD. This complex was aggrandised and partly replaced in the
early 3rd century by the construction of a substantial stone mausoleum.
The well preserved remains of a hypocaust system were revealed - with a tiled
sub-floor supporting a series of pilae stacks - that heated a chamber with an
apsidal plunge bath. Tiles used in the fabric of the building were readily
recognised by distinctive finger-swipe impressions as the work of a familiar tile
producer in the area. Fragments of grey-veined marbles indicated a certain
degree of decoration in the baths.
Roman bath-house and mausoleum

The mausoleum was a roughly square building enhanced by a narrow portico in
front of the main door and buttresses on the sides. The interior was lined with
tombs, including two substantial platforms for stone sarcophagi and five cist
tombs for other inhumations with one marble-lined example with a mortar
pillow. Two fragments of a marble inscription in Greek were recovered. The
mausoleum remained in use into the 5th century though the pattern of burial
seems to have changed; smaller cist tombs were built and others in-filled the
portico and between the buttresses. Further free-standing tombs were erected
outside the building and it is reasonably clear that these were elements of a larger
cemetery. The mausoleum and cluster of associated graves may represent a family
burial plot belonging to the owners of the adjacent villa.
Fallen walls indicate that the bath-house and mausoleum collapsed or were
demolished in the 5th or 6th centuries and the site was abandoned. However, in
the 12th-14th centuries a settlement of fairly high status was established. Distinctive
imported sgrafitto pottery along with fine metalwork, a coin of Alexius I (11101118), and a denarius of the Republic of Lucca were recovered. The study of this
material will prove vital in understanding the nature of this later settlement
during a period of Butrint’s history that is currently little understood.
The Vrina Plain Roman townhouse
The final investigations of the Roman townhouse complex on the Vrina Plain
were made during June - August. A series of key-hole trenches were dug to
answer questions regarding the layout, date, function and morphology of specific
rooms and areas of the townhouse, including the relationship of the house to the
contemporary waterfront. Small areas of poorly-preserved mosaic pavement were
revealed in certain rooms and corridors of the townhouse and the presence of an
octagonal stone tower was confirmed. The latter was situated at the north-west
corner of the Vrina Plain settlement offering imposing views across the water to
Butrint and Corfu. The main part of the excavation was subsequently in-filled
with soils to wall-top level and remaining spoil heaps were landscaped. The site
is now prepared for conservation of the walls, management of vegetation across
the site and future presentation and display.
The aqueduct and Roman water supply at Butrint
Understanding the city’s aqueduct and system of water supply is fundamental to
interpretations of Roman life in Butrint. In summer 2008 the Foundation
undertook a new study to re-appraise the aqueduct’s source, route, urban
distribution and date.

Vrina mosaic and octagonal tower

Aqueduct piers making for the low rise of Butrint

Header tank for aqueduct waters

The aqueduct arcade is traceable as alignments of upstanding brick piers and pier
bases across the Vrina Plain from the Vivari Channel for nearly 4 km towards the
hill of Xarra village. Two springs are known at Xarra and from their elevation it is
clear that both - perhaps in combination - could have provided the water source
for the aqueduct. The main arcade line has a derivation to its west, to supply the
suburban settlement where a cistern acted as a distribution node. Here, water
supply is confirmed by the remains of a terracotta pipeline and the aqueduct
must have supplied the Roman townhouse’s large ornamental fountain and baths.
The main aqueduct arcade terminated close to the south bank of the Vivari Channel
in a large, waterproofed concrete header tank for a pipeline system. Most probably,
the water was brought across the channel using the inverted siphon method in a
pipeline laid either along the channel bed or along one side of the road bridge.
This method avoided the construction of a tall arcade across the channel.
Possible foundations of a receiving tank for the pipeline and further aqueduct
piers exist close to the north end of the road bridge by the medieval Water Gate.
In Butrint the aqueduct originally flowed into the large nymphaeum by the
Great Basilica, which served as both public fountain and distribution centre for
the urban water network via ground-level pressure pipelines. A sequence of piers
to the north of the nymphaeum provides evidence of the later extension of the
water supply system, undoubtedly as a response to the expansion of the city.
The new piers were constructed out towards the sanctuary area, passing close by
the Tower Gate and the so-called Tower of Inscriptions and could now supply
parts of the city situated at higher elevations including most, if not all, of the
city’s six known bath-houses.
BUTRINT FOUNDATION Annual Report 2008
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Ceramics from the excavation of one of
the aqueduct piers on the Vrina Plain
suggest an approximate construction date
after the late 1st century BC. This is
consistent with the commemoration of
the aqueduct on Augustan and Neronian
coin issues from the mint of Butrint.
These show a triple-arched structure
carrying either a balustrade or smaller
arches, and include one example with a
possible depiction of water cascading
from the structure, suggesting that it
represents the aqueduct.
Roman amphora from Vrina Plain

When and why the aqueduct went out of use is currently uncertain, but given
the dramatic collapse of many of its components, seismic activity is a possibility.
A fallen, intact aqueduct pier exposed on the Vrina Plain sealed deposits,
providing an approximate late 4th- to early 5th-century date for its collapse.
With the arcade interrupted, the aqueduct would have ceased to supply water to
the fountains and bath-houses of Butrint.
Diaporit-Mursia field survey
A field survey was carried out along the valley corridor between the slopes of the
Mt Mile range and the raised village locations of Mursia and Xarra running
north towards Diaporit. Find spots were located with a GPS unit and were
added to the Butrint Foundation’s GIS map. The survey produced a number of
important new discoveries, elaborating the pattern of Roman extramural
settlement around Butrint.
The most remarkable discovery was made at Mursia village, on the edge of the
Butrint National Park: Roman period remains concentrated over an area of c.
5ha. The site appears to be one of a series of three late Hellenistic/early Imperial
villas (including that excavated by the Foundation at Diaporit). It is situated
close to the principal road toward Butrint and in line with the Butrint aqueduct.
The possibility that the aqueduct was extended south of Xarra, connecting this
major villa to Butrint’s water supply, remains to be explored. The size and
location of the villa make it a strong candidate to be the celebrated Epirote
property of Titus Pomponius Atticus, the principal 1st-century BC patron of
Butrint whose family sustained the early Augustan colony of Butrint.
8
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Elsewhere, two distinct sites were identified in the vicinity of Malathrea, the
Hellenistic (and later) fortified villa southeast of Mursia. The first of these is
truly impressive, with late Republican and other pottery extending over 0.8ha.
This may feasibly represent the pars rustica - an area for keeping equipment,
grain and livestock - of the villa during its Roman occupation. The second site is
defined by a smaller scatter of pottery and tile, suggesting settlement from the
mid to late Roman periods, and may indicate the presence of a secondary house
or farm building.
On the plain close to Xarra, a threshold stone and large stone blocks from the
ruins of a 2nd- to 3rd-century building were located. Concentrations of small
finds were also discovered elsewhere around Xarra, Mursia and Shën Dëlli. These
represent either background ‘noise’ from the known larger settlement centres or
traces of other sites not fully visible on the modern ground surface.
Environmental change at Butrint: a reconstruction of Roman palaeo-shorelines
During 2008 the Butrint project drew together its most recent environmental
research to answer pressing questions on the characteristics of the Vrina Plain
landscape during the period of Roman settlement. This process relied upon
synthesis of data from environmental cores, examination of chronological data
for the sedimentary sequences derived from tephra (volcanic glass) horizons and
radiocarbon dates, and study of topographic maps pre-dating drainage works on
the plain in the 1960s.
It can now be demonstrated that throughout the Roman period the underlying
environmental trend around Butrint was towards floodplain growth through the
silting of adjacent water bodies. A marine/estuarine environment predominated
beyond the 6th century AD into the early medieval period. Transition from
open water to a marshy wetland dominated by reed swamp is indicated by the
widespread appearance of peat formations, an event dated by radiocarbon
determinations to AD 1270-1390. The latest section of the sedimentary
sequence is in turn dominated by alluvial deposition and the seaward growth of
the coastal floodplain.
The resultant plan of reconstructed Roman palaeo-shorelines at Butrint shows
shell and gravel banks and a more speculative triangular gravel formation in the
mouth of the ancient Pavllas River. Settlement on the Vrina Plain was strung
along the edge of the gravel foreshore.

Western Defences

Working shot with pots in Western Defence

Geophysical survey data shows no landward expansion to the south of the
occupied area, which affirms the importance of the shoreline setting. The main
concentration of Roman buildings on the plain clearly occupied the nearest
point of solid ground to the ancient settlement on the opposite side of the Vivari
Channel. Relatively deep moorings are also likely to exist around this point as a
result of scour from the confluence of the Pavllas and Vivari channels. Roman
tombs flanked the shoreline indicating the significance of the waterways to the
working and appearance of Roman Butrint.
A small channel running southwest of the aqueduct, traced from topographic
maps, shows evidence of straightening or canalisation. The purpose and date of
this event is unknown, although it aligns with the principal axis of the Roman
settlement and is parallel to the hypothesised principal Roman road approaching
from the southeast.
The Western Defences
Built most likely during the later 5th century AD, the Western Defences
provided Butrint protection from the land approach across the isthmus of the
Ksamil peninsula. Excavations of the first of three towers here during 2004-07
yielded remarkable results for the city’s early-mid Byzantine history and
prompted an investigation of the second tower during 2008.
Tower 2 is a solid square structure with sturdy walls that still stand up to 3m in
height and originally supported at least two upper floors. Access was via a door
into the lower storey and possibly also from doorways or gantries at the level of
the rampart fighting platform. Excavation of the interior revealed a sequence
that paralleled almost exactly that recovered from the first tower: a construction
date in Late Antiquity followed by the use of the tower into the 8th century.

Western Defences recording Tower 2 destruction levels

Around the turn of the 9th century a cataclysmic fire occurred, the upper floors
and their contents plummeting down into the lower space. The presence of
burning and destruction in both towers 1 and 2 strongly suggests that the
conflagration was deliberate, possibly the result of military activity, with the
walls assaulted and burnt. This event is immensely significant for the history of
Butrint and may have been a result of the historically attested incursions of
Slavic settlers into the Balkans at this time.
The finds accompanying these drastic events were of equal importance. An
exceptional assemblage of 15 almost complete vessels, among them a chafing
dish (a portable bowl for gentle cooking/serving) and two amphorae, was found
in situ. Interpretation of the context and distribution of the ceramics suggests
that the ground floor might have been used for storage, the first for domestic
occupation and the upper storey as a private residential space. Of greater
excitement was the recovery of several pieces of iron mechanical apparatus,
similar to examples previously found in Tower 1. These have proved somewhat
puzzling but two interpretations have been suggested: they may be parts of the
trigger mechanism of stone - or bolt-firing catapults or ballistae mounted on the
upper floor of each tower; or they may be latches from trap doors
communicating between the storeys in the towers.
During the 13th century the fired tower was repaired and incoporated into the
city’s fortification system. It was remodelled again during the Venetian period
(15th-16th centuries) when the lower floor entrance was blocked and the space
below infilled. The later events in the sequence substantiate what is already know
of these phases of Butrint’s story, though finding evidence of the Venetian
maintenance is a reminder of Butrint’s denouement as a walled city when
confronted by the rising power of the Ottoman Turks in the15th century.
BUTRINT FOUNDATION Annual Report 2008
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The Acropolis Basilica
The basilica at the east end of the acropolis hill, first excavated in the 1920s, was
investigated in 2008 and the area was cleared and recorded in detail with
photogrammetry to reappraise the morphology of the structure and its situation.
In the archaic period (c. 7th century BC), the eastern hilltop consisted of a
levelled platform, delineated by rock-cut walls in part forming a large enclosure
approached via steps cut into the rock. The later basilica was evidently constructed
from reused archaic polygonal blocks, suggesting that a substantial building perhaps a temple associated with the sanctuary of Zeus Soter - once stood on this
site. The archaic enclosure was expanded during the Roman period creating a
sprawling complex occupying over two-thirds of the acropolis. Large architectural
fragments were recorded within the basilica as spolia (re-used earlier building
materials or decorative sculpture), indicating a ‘Roman’ structure on the summit,
undoubtedly an extended or remodelled successor to the earlier temple.
By the mid 6th century AD, the basilica had replaced the temple and contained
a triconch apse and mosaic pavements in the nave and apse. It constitutes the
last great Christian monument constructed in Butrint, built at a time when the
monasteries of the Vrina Plain and Diaporit were being abandoned and perhaps
shortly after the construction of the Great Basilica and Baptistery. The basilica
was remodelled on two subsequent occasions: firstly only a short time after its
original construction and again somewhat later, suggesting the survival of the
Acropolis photogrametry survey
complex beyond the early 7th century.

Subsequent modifications appear to have converted the basilica for secular use. The
earth-bonded walls evident in its final phase of construction are characteristic of
early medieval masonry in Butrint, and, perhaps around c. AD 1000, the basilica
was remodelled as two storey building. The scale and position of the new structure
presents the possibility that this was a castle; the administrative heart of the early
medieval city prior to the construction of the castle at the west end of the acropolis.
Post-excavation research
Work on the post-excavation projects to match the Butrint Foundation’s
publication schedule was the primary thrust of the Butrint 2008 field season.
Over 30 international experts worked on the assemblages of finds from the
recent excavations examining ceramics, human skeletons, coins, sculpture,
metalwork, glass and environmental remains.
Studies, photography and illustration for the major excavations of the Triconch
Palace and Diaporit and the smaller sites of the Acropolis and the Well of Junia
Rufina are now complete. Substantial progress was also achieved with materials
from the Forum and the on-going excavations at the Western Defences and
Vrina Plain. Conservation assessments and treatments were made for special
finds from all of the sites and enormous effort from the project conservators
contributed immeasurably to the finalising of coin studies from all of the
Foundation’s excavations.

C O N S E RVAT I O N
Introduction
Over the past two years the conservation programme has become a flagship for
the Butrint Foundation’s commitment to Butrint, yielding immediate and
tangible results. Allied to this, the programme has facilitated new archaeological
research challenging long-held assumptions about the city’s history. In 2008 the
Foundation benefited from generous grants from the Howard and Nancy Marks
Fund, which funded training exercises, monuments’ conservation and vegetation
management, and from the Leventis Foundation, which supported landscaping
activities in the Butrint National Park.
In partnership with the Butrint National Park, the Butrint Foundation
conducted a range of conservation projects at Butrint during May-August 2008.
These were informed by a monuments’ condition survey of the Park drawn up
in 2007-08. Assessments of woodland and Dutch elm disease in and around
Butrint were compiled during 2008 and will ultimately inform a strategic plan
for the future management of the vegetation that is intrinsically linked to the
survival and presentation of the historic fabric of the ancient city.
Left Venetian house conservation Right Landscape outside lower city wall circuit

The 2008 practical conservation initiatives focussed on three principal areas:
masonry consolidation, vegetation management and site landscaping. These
initiatives are now well established and can be replicated across much of the
ancient city at relatively low technology and low cost to implement. Moreover,
conservation work in 2008 provided seasonal employment for 30 individuals
from local villages. The Foundation’s investment in training local people in
modern conservation methods and standards is building a lasting skills base
within the local communities for the future benefit of the Butrint National Park.
Conservation of extant monuments at Butrint and training in practical
conservation techniques was directed by René Rice (University of Plymouth).
Masonry consolidation was carried out by Bektash Mustafaraj, Pal Nikolli and
Bujar Spaho (all Butrint National Park). Assessments of woodland management
and Dutch elm disease at Butrint were carried out by René Rice and Andrew
Crowson respectively. Jerry O’Dwyer (Butrint Foundation) led programmes of
vegetation management and landscaping of the sites of former excavations in
Butrint and on the Vrina Plain with close support from Gentian Shorri (Butrint
National Park) and (former) Butrint Foundation Director Rupert Smith. A
conservation plan for the Forum area was designed by Andrew Crowson and
implemented by Smirald Kola (Butrint Foundation).

In tandem with study of the faunal remains, sieving for environmental and other
remains was carried out on a vast number of soil samples from the main
excavation sites. Great strides were also made with the human skeleton studies
and with the vessel, window and mosaic glass, though all of these research areas
will require a short final study season to complete. The Western Defences
excavation, in particular, continues to produce important finds assemblages that
require further detailed study.
Work on digitising data for the Butrint Foundation’s Integrated Archaeological
Database and electronic archive was pursued as a priority during 2008. British
and Albanian interns based in Norwich worked throughout the year to upload
both archive and modern excavation and research archives. The compilation of
the IADB has required a tremendous effort and remarkable dedication to
achieve. However, aside from a small amount of data from the most recent
excavations, by December 2008 the uploading of records was complete. Only
sporadic future work will now be required to keep the IADB up to date.

10
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Local skilled masonary conservation

Masonary consolidation

Masonary consolidation

Spot spraying the city walls
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Masonry consolidation
Small teams of local workers, trained previously by
the Butrint Foundation, carried out the summer
masonry consolidation programme under the
guidance of the Foundation’s conservation
consultant. Masonry conservation of the structures
and walls that define the ancient city will remain a
long term priority in Butrint. The current
programmes have already rescued important
monuments, mosaics and frescoes from decay,
erosion and collapse, although pursuance of this
task continues to be a considerable challenge.
Under the current scheme to assess and conserve all
of Butrint’s defensive walls, various approaches
were adopted in 2008 to tackle specific issues.
Walls conserved in 2007 were cleaned of fresh
vegetation, chemically treated against re-growth and
persistent tree stumps were poisoned. Vegetation
was cut back from the sides of the whole of the
Vivari Channel-side circuit to allow fresh
consolidation work. A section of walls with
battlements, the remains of two defensive towers
and the Venetian House were all cleared and
consolidated, having been singled out by the 200708 condition survey as being in very poor
condition of preservation. Walls were cleaned
down and all faces were pointed with lime mortar.
Sand was thrown onto the mortar whilst it was still
wet. This prevents fresh mortar from drying too
quickly and shrinking, renders an aesthetically
‘weathered’ finish and helps protect the
consolidated areas by preventing the new mortar
from washing out in rain. Spot-spraying was used
to combat fresh vegetation growing out of the
massive city walls between the Lake and Lion
Gates and, elsewhere, the team carried out
consolidation work on two towers on the north
side of the city.
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Vegetation management
Controlling the growth of damaging tree, shrub and plant growth is one of the
biggest challenges facing the management of the Butrint National Park. In 2008,
an extensive programme of vegetation removal and control was implemented on
the outer defensive walls on the north and west sides of the city. The active
management of vegetation in Butrint through selective thinning of woodland,
identification of problem species, strip clearance around monuments and
removal of trees growing on walls has transformed the appearance and aspect of
numerous parts of the city, helped safeguard the integrity of the monuments and
enabled informed assessment of conservation needs.
Work began on the north side of the Lion Gate, cutting and treating vegetation
growing on and around the Hellenistic walls, and continued westwards,
encompassing the medieval spur wall running to the lake shore, the castle bailey
wall and the Western Defences. Some of these sections have not been properly
cleared or examined for over 20 years. A swathe up to 20m wide was cleared
back from the fortification walls: scrub, bushes and saplings of invasive species
were cut to ground level and more mature trees were selectively cut and
chemically treated where they were growing from the walls.
The vegetation team next tackled the medieval acropolis wall circuit, parts of
which are difficult to access above steep drops and certain sections on the south
side have never been exposed during the Butrint Foundation’s time at Butrint. A
pathway up to 5m wide was cut through dense vegetation around the entire circuit,
allowing new records to be made. Some wall vegetation growth was also tackled,
but the exercise was primarily to assess more formal conservation treatment
needs. It revealed numerous serious problems with large mature trees rupturing
the wall and collapses due to soil pressure from build up on the interior.
The vegetation management schemes go from strength to strength, rapidly
producing visually dramatic results. Selective thinning of the understorey in
woodland blocks has opened up the tree canopy for the benefit of less dominant
low-growing flora and provided new vistas through the city for the benefit of
visitors. Monuments consumed by vegetation have been brought back into the
Park through sensitive clearance and new visitor paths have been provided
around the city’s lower defences and through the woodlands. Seasonal management
and repeat treatment is key to ensuring that the monuments and open areas
remain clear of re-growth and further encroachment.

Landscaping
A programme of landscaping was carried out by local work teams around the
city and across the Vivari Channel on the Vrina Plain. Levelling old spoil heaps
and backfilling trenches have reaped immediate positive benefits for the Butrint
National Park. Aside from aesthetic improvement, the landscaping scheme has
provided better and safer public access around certain key monuments and has
opened up additional small areas for viewing the lake and Vrina Plain.
Inside Butrint, unsightly spoil heaps were removed and used to fill dangerous
abandoned trenches left by earlier excavators of the city. Open box trenches
around the northeast side of the Baptistery, one of the pre-eminent visitor
attractions in Butrint, were filled and levelled with spoil taken from nearby
heaps dating from the early 1980s. The work closed this wet, overgrown and
unsightly area, allowing closer and safer access to the rear of the Baptistery.
The area behind the Water Gate was extensively re-modelled through felling a
tangle of immature trees and creating a level apron of land through the dispersal
of substantial spoil heaps from 1980s excavations. This work has opened public
access to the exterior of the walls, to vistas of the hill of Kalivo and to the Vrina
Plain, and provided a viewing platform for the remains of the Roman bridge
uncovered in 2007. Similarly, two substantial dumps of spoil tipped over the edge
of the defensive wall in front of the Hellenistic House were reduced and spread
out at the edge of the Vivari Channel to protect the base of the walls from water
erosion. This considerable effort has rehabilitated the walls and created a solid
open area that can be approached via a gate in the medieval circuit.
The 2007 excavation trenches over the southwest corner of the forum were
backfilled with soils from the excavation. The steep-sided trenches at the north
end of the site were netted with steel mesh to retain the soil faces and prevent
collapse, thereby preserving the forum pavement on display. Timber fencing and
steps allowing visitors to approach and view the forum remains were modified to
improve safety and prevent access to deeper parts of the excavated area. Wall tops
in the vicinity of the adjacent well, suffering erosion from visitor use, were
consolidated as a first step towards a wider ranging conservation scheme for the
whole area. Butrint Foundation excavations of the Roman Townhouse on the
Vrina Plain were also landscaped and backfilled to above the seasonal high water
line. Seasonal fluctuations in the groundwater table have presented problems for
the planned display of the Vrina excavations, but the work in 2008 has provided
a platform for consolidation of the exposed walls and will better enable
presentation of the Roman remains in 2009.

Dutch Elm disease

Butrint woodland assessment
An intrinsic characteristic of the allure of Butrint is its woodland setting.
Regrettably, a lack of maintenance of an equitable balance between the natural
and historic environments has led to significant numbers of monuments
becoming threatened by tree and plant growth. These circumstances, coupled
with a poor appreciation of the current composition of the woodland habitat
itself, prompted the Butrint Foundation to make a brief survey of issues affecting
woodland in the Butrint National Park during 2008.
Management plan
A thoroughly researched woodland management plan needs to be produced by
the Butrint National Park, taking into account the unique range of woodland
habitats at Butrint for the local region. Butrint must be regarded as not only an
archaeological site but also an environmental resource and wildlife habitat, and the
woodland needs to be managed in accordance with this principle. Accordingly,
further evaluation of habitat and species diversity should be undertaken to
inform the (necessarily extensive) programme of woodland management.
Dutch elm disease
Elm comprises as much as 25% of the woodland stock at Butrint, though much
of the elm growth is not older than 80 years. Dutch elm disease (DED) is caused
by fungi carried on or in the tunnelling elm bark beetle. It is transmitted
through invasion of either roots or branches and contagion is swift and difficult
to control. The fungus can kill its host inside one season. Isolated decline of
individual elms was first observed at Butrint in spring 2006, but the disease is
now well advanced through both the woodland periphery and the interior.
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Whilst in certain circumstances the spread
of DED can be restricted, the measures to
effect this are expensive, labour and
chemical intensive, and offer no guarantee
of complete eradication. Instead, for
Butrint it is suggested that dead trees close
to monumental structures should be felled
as a matter of priority to prevent possible
damage and that trees within the denser
woodland are felled or left in situ as
appropriate. Felled trees should be burned
in the vicinity of Butrint. Sympathetic
replanting of disease resistant elms or other
saplings should follow to reinvigorate the
species diversity.

COMMUNITY ENTERPRISE AND DEVELOPMENT PROJECT

Bay laurel
The bay laurel (Laurus nobilis) is an exponentially spreading tree that will grow
to 18m in height. It propagates both from seed and suckers. Whilst its presence
was noted by Ugolini in the 1920s, it was deliberately planted in the 1960s for
culinary bay leaf production and now threatens to become the dominant species
in many areas. Part of the plan for management of the woodland must be to
assess the presence and possible control of this plant.

The ‘Kasolle’ - the community shop inside the visitor site from where Butrint
handicrafts have been sold for the past three years - was destroyed by a storm in
winter 2007. In March 2008, the construction of a new, more robust structure,
designed by Pieter Pekeqi from Shën Dëlli and built by local people, was
supported by the Butrint Foundation. The large, but low-impact treated timber
structure to house the shop was completed on schedule in May. Offering more
shaded space for goods to be displayed, an area was provided for a carpet-making
cooperative from Antigonea to set up alongside the Butrint producers. Thanks to
the improvement of the shop, and the ever-increasing number of products
generated by the training programmes and the hard work of the producers, the
volume of sales from the ‘Kasolle’ continues to grow at a pleasing rate. Shop
Activitiy with local schools
revenue in 2008 grew by 16% on 2007.

Handicraft production
The Butrint Foundation handicrafts training project continued to flourish in
2008, assisted by generous funding from the Philanthropic Collaborative, with a
fourth practical training event taking place in April. Emphasis was placed upon
production of small wooden items for the tourist market and was led by two
trainers from the UK. Ten trainees were drawn from the villages of the Vrina
Plain, Ksamil and Gjirokastra. As with all the Foundation’s courses, the object
was to teach new skills and to show those with existing expertise how to adapt
their skills and products to the tourist market. By the end of the course the
trainees had produced a sample range of objects decorated with motifs from the
Butrint National Park. A complete set of tools was left with the group to ensure
future production. In September, the group participated in the Gjirokastra artisan
fair, promoting their products and exchanging ideas with other craftspeople.

Dutch Elm disease

Vrina Plain
The area of the Vrina Plain within the Butrint National Park presents more
complex issues for woodland management than does the ancient city.
Complications arise from the dynamic nature of the natural environment, with
drained farmland returning to wetland due to lack of maintenance of dykes and
pumps, and through unresolved issues of land ownership. Whilst there can be no
simple solution to managing woodland on the plain, and success will be achieved
only with the full understanding and involvement of local communities, a
selective programme of afforestation may provide long term benefits for all parties.
This might include planting of the following: fruit- and nut-bearing food trees;
willow and olive for craft and timber products; boundary screening trees;
amenity woodland; quick-growing trees for firewood; coppice trees for fencing,
composting and biomass; and the creation of a community tree nursery for
education and sustainability.
14
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Inauguration of Mursia community centre

Producers fair in Gjirokastra

Boat tours
The Butrint Foundation repaired and equipped a boat and arranged a local
boatman to run tours to Ali Pasha’s Castle and to Diaporit. Through the month
of July while the service was in operation the numbers of tours were up by onethird on the same period in 2007. The service was suspended due to border
police security instructions on recreational boat use in the area. The Butrint
National Park will apply for exemption licences for the 2009 season to allow the
service to run throughout the summer.
Agricultural Development
Cultivation of watermelon is one of the main income-generating activities for the
communities of the Vrina Plain. The use of black plastic to insulate the young plants
and aid moisture retention is, however, environmentally costly, contaminating
soils and water as well as creating a very negative visual impact when discarded
in field margins. To redress these issues, the Butrint Foundation initiated an
experimental project to introduce the farming community to environmentally
friendlier materials and practices for sustainable use of natural resources on the
Vrina Plain. Two hectares were planted under biodegradable hydramulch, as an
alternative to the black plastic. The new material responded very favourably to
local conditions and fruit growth was on a par with the more traditional methods.
The costs and effectiveness of the use of hydramulch - particularly the extent to
which it biodegrades - are currently being monitored. The mulch should have
degraded completely by the time of the next sowing season and the results will be
presented to the local stakeholders: the Mayor of Xarra, under whose jurisdiction
the Vrina Plain falls, and the Ministries of Agriculture and Environment.

Luka Kote in eco watermelon field

Boat tour to Ali Pasha’s castle

The Community Centre in Mursia
The Community Centre building in Mursia was renovated during 2008 in a
project co-funded by the Butrint Foundation and inaugurated at a well-attended
event that received a good deal of press coverage in both local and national media.
The village now boasts a spacious hall for the use of all inhabitants in the district
of Xarra, which includes most of the settlements on the Vrina Plain. One of the
rooms will be dedicated to activities related to the Butrint National Park.
Community Awareness
A community awareness and outreach project in 2008 focused on classroom and
outdoor activities for schoolchildren. Much of the class work was based upon the
Butrint schoolbook that was distributed in 2007 and is now in wide and popular
local use. The book is used to help develop the concept of Butrint not just in an
historical context but in creative compositions such as poetry, essays and
paintings and other artworks.
The outdoor activities centred
on increasing knowledge of
the children’s physical
surroundings, and especially
of the Butrint National Park
where innovative childcentred visits to the ancient
city motivated the students
with profound success.
Handicrafts woodwork training
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Basic training in excavation and recording techniques forms the bedrock of the
training course, but this is now amplified by introductions to standing building
survey and monument conservation. In 2008, instruction in environmental and
finds processing, ceramic identification and cataloguing was also offered. Other
training opportunities and educational visits to local historic sites were made
available to the students within the general framework of the field season projects.
The summer schools have now provided instruction in fieldwork techniques to
320 students, an estimated 40% of whom are at present working in archaeology
in Albania. Sustaining this successful and nationally valuable model of practical
tuition is fundamental to the Butrint project’s rationale. During 2009 it is hoped
that the ICAA will, with guidance, be able to establish a greater international
character to the training programmes with select promotion of their training
capacities leading to Albanians instructing groups of foreign university students.
Training in archeological recording

T R A I N I N G A N D VO LU N T E E R S
The archaeological field school
The training programmes in archaeological field-methodology aimed at Albanian
undergraduates is one of the Butrint Foundation’s most tangible successes for
Albanians and the future of Albanian archaeology. In 2008 the Foundation
fostered a training programme centred on a new excavation on the Vrina Plain.
The Plain has become established as an ideal training ground for the students,
with relatively straightforward archaeological sequences and a wide array of
structures certified by geophysical interpretations. Concomitantly, young Albanian
archaeologists have been enabled to manage, administer and report on the
excavations with greater independence and accountability each successive year.
The Foundation worked closely in support of senior members of the training
school throughout the year, giving instruction in the use of post-excavation
analytical methods and procedures, and in coaching other alumni to help run
the summer school and conduct the post-excavation research. In 2008, the
management of the excavations and associated teaching courses was drawn from
the staff of the International Centre for Albanian Archaeology (all former
Butrint Foundation training school graduates), working in partnership with
Albanian national institutions, the Butrint National Park and Albanian
universities. Twenty individuals participated in the programme with students
recruited from the universities of Prishtina, Gjirokastra, Tirana, Elbasan, Tetovo,
Skopje, La Sapienza and Siena.
16
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Conservation training
Allied to the programme of wall conservation in Butrint, the Butrint Foundation
provided a short course for three young Albanian conservators on the conservation
of wall paintings. The medieval chapel built against the Hellenistic walls close to
the Lake Gate was chosen as the site for the course. Here, disconnected fragments
of paintings on the chapel walls were successfully consolidated and preserved by the
trainees in a mutually valuable exercise. Elsewhere, the Foundation’s conservation
consultant continued to give practical advice and coaching to local masons
engaged in the summer projects in order to reinforce the knowledge and skills
base of contemporary conservation techniques within the community.

In conjunction with this, David Bescoby carried out an initial assessment of
traffic management at the entrance to the archaeological Park. This assessment
was followed up by a formal investigation and strategy report by the Landscape
Agency (York). Andrew Crowson and Jerry O’Dwyer conducted a formal
assessment of storage space and condition at the Butrint Museum stores.
Assessment of Road Improvement Schemes in the Butrint Region
A number of surveys were undertaken along roads running south from Butrint to
the Greek border through the Vagalat valley, connecting with routes northwards
from Saranda. The road infrastructure in the region has been undergoing
significant improvement, including widening and resurfacing, following the
inauguration of the Qafë Botë border crossing by Fatos Nano in 2003. The
Greek government is currently funding the construction of a road of European
standard from Qafë Botë to Kranë, from Kranë to Saranda, and from Kranë to
Jergucat. The aim of the 2008 road assessment survey was conducted to assess
the likely impact of ongoing road development on the rich and densely
concentrated historical environment of the Butrint region.
The primary border route runs northwards from Qafë Botë to Shkallë and up
through the Vagalat valley towards Kranë. From the border, the route descends
from the mountains into the coastal valley, flanking the massive relief of the
Seraqinit Mountains. From Shkallë, it doglegs east, following the line of the
Pavllas River through the pass separating Mount Mile from the Seraqinit range
before heading north again along the edge of wide, low-lying alluvial plains.

The team was subsequently joined by six young British volunteers who
contributed to the conservation programme by conducting a tree survey across a
small area of the city. This formed a pilot study in devising a more holistic plan
for managing the woodland and other flora in the ancient site. The volunteers
also carried out a cleaning project in the groundwater-affected Gymnasium to
make it more presentable to visitors

Road-widening, by cutting into the steep limestone flysch hillside and the more
gently sloping colluvial deposits flanking the Seraqinit range, was extensive from
Qafë Botë to Shkallë. While no direct impact upon archaeological remains was
witnessed during the survey, the upper valley, dominated by the conical hill of
Çuka e Ajtoit, has seen significant settlement since at least the Hellenistic
period. An ancient quarry is known to exist in the hills to the southwest of
Shkallë, while a necropolis was discovered during the construction of the
customs centre at Qafë Botë dating to the 3rd-2nd centuries BC.

Infrastructure projects
A number of infrastructural investigations were carried out by the Butrint
Foundation during the summer. Most notably David Bescoby, Andrew Crowson
and Jerry O’Dwyer (all Butrint Foundation) undertook a basic archaeological and
environmental impact assessment of new road-building schemes to the south and
east of Butrint.

Through the steep-sided pass into the Vagalat valley, the route is tightly constrained
and widening is being achieved through further blasting of the bedrock. The
route northwards then flanks the fertile inland valleys, again rich in historic
monuments, such as the Hellenistic/Roman temple complex of Dobra. At the
time of the survey, no road improvement works had been undertaken, although
further widening of the route is likely and easily achievable.

Butrint Castle Museum store

Butrint tourists

Another route that potentially impacts upon the Butrint region if upgraded in
the future runs north from Shkallë to Saranda via Mursia and Xarra, flanking the
western slopes of Mount Mile before crossing the wide floodplain south of Çuka e
Ajtoit. This route is particularly scenic, giving spectacular views across the valley
towards Butrint and Corfu. Presently, only limited widening and resurfacing is
evident close to the river crossing north of Shkallë.
While the road improvement schemes observed are currently going ahead
without any formal assessment or mitigation of the historical environment, the
surveys highlight our current lack of knowledge of surviving archaeological
remains in these areas. It is clear that detailed survey, integrated with a robust
sites and monuments type database, is required to allow an impact assessment of
future planning proposals within the region. Archaeologists from the Butrint
National Park should ideally make regular checks on the progress of schemes
that may have an impact upon the Butrint region.
Site access, traffic management and car parking
A provisional survey of car parking in the vicinity of the main Butrint site was
undertaken by David Bescoby in summer 2008. This was followed up by a more
detailed survey undertaken by Kirsty Stevens and Stuart Postlethwaite of the
Landscape Agency (York) accompanied by Brian Ayers (Butrint Foundation).
Their report explored issues such as approaches to the site, current car and coach
parking capacity, protection of the landscape and key views, and likely future
trends concerning access and parking. A number of potential solutions were
identified for the short, medium and long term. The implications of these are
currently being considered by the Foundation prior to discussion on possible
ways forward with officers of the Butrint National Park.
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Butrint Museum archaeological stores
During summer 2008 the Butrint Foundation prepared a comprehensive report
of the condition and use of the archaeological stores at Butrint, most of which
have been furbished by the Foundation to house the collections from the 19942008 excavations. As a result, work was undertaken to replace dilapidated
grilles, screens and glazing and to otherwise improve security at the stores.
An appointed assistant working in the stores on behalf of the Foundation has
created a well-structured and accessible archive of objects and ceramics. This
strategy has been directed by the Butrint Foundation and the physical
arrangement of the stores will continue through to completion in spring 2009.
Alongside the rationalisation of materials, the assistant is compiling a detailed
database to the collections. The database, too, will be completed in early 2009
and will serve as a vital management tool for the stores, providing a full
inventory and an essential guide to the location of the stored materials.
The present cessation of large scale excavations at Butrint has allowed the Butrint
Foundation to take stock of storage issues. Not only are the Foundation’s
permanent storage areas now full, but temporary areas currently housing
excavation archive materials are required by the Butrint National Park - who
have lately assumed statutory control of the stores - for alternative use. Other
areas currently in use as stores are unsuitable for long term storage. It is therefore
plain that the existing storage areas are inadequate for current and future
collections and solutions need to be developed to address the situation. These
may include fundraising for the construction and fitting out of new purposebuilt stores, or adopting a carefully considered policy of discard to streamline the
current archive collections and contribute to the longevity of the existing stores.
A 19th-century watercolour painting of Butrint
Acquired on behalf of Lord Rothschild in November 2009, the painting is a view
of the ruins of the Butrint acropolis looking west to Corfu. It is made on a rough
stock watercolour paper 229x127mm in size. It was evidently once pasted into an
album and has been removed. The sketch itself seems to have been outlined initially
in pencil and then filled in watercolour. The pencil outlines are clear to see below
the wash of paint. The signature too was initially pencilled in. The sketch was,
then, finished either on site or at a subsequent date; the signature was added
over in blue ink. It is considered, given the accuracy of the colour scheme to the
light at Butrint in January, that the painting was completed on the acropolis hill.
18
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Lectures
Dissemination of the work of the Butrint Foundation is primarily done through
its publications and website but public talks are also important. Staff give a number
of such talks throughout the year in a range of venues. Of particular note in 2008
were those of Richard Hodges, the Scientific Director, who lectured to the American
Institute of Archaeology in Philadelphia, New York and Washington about
Butrint, and spoke about Byzantine Butrint in art history at both Pennsylvania
State University and at Dumbarton Oaks.
P U B L I C AT I O N P RO G R A M M E
The vendor suggested that this painting was by Felix Ziem, noted for various
Adriatic and Greek paintings in the mid 19th century. The evidence for this
attribution was largely the signature, made out as ‘FZ Butrinto Jan 7/1857’.
Stylistically, however, the sketch is not representative of Ziem and is in many
ways an amateur effort. It is perhaps more likely the work of some Grand Tourist
visitor, perhaps having landed from one of the yachts depicted at anchor in
Butrint Bay below, the favoured anchorage here. So who might the artist be? The
signature might wishfully be resolved as ‘EL’, but of course the painting style
cannot be considered as that of Edward Lear either. Lear did though sketch this
same view precisely two months later, as shown in a drawing in the Gennadius
library in Athens.
Nevertheless, through researching Lear’s letters and movements for the period in
question, it appears that he had indeed been at Butrint on January 7th 1857, but
he was not alone. He was accompanied by his long term friend, Franklin
Lushington, who at that time was a judge in the Corfu judiciary. Lushington
was supposed to attend a hunting party at the north end of Lake Butrint, but his
companions failed to join him. Thus, he stayed on at Butrint with Lear, in
Lushington’s yacht The Midge, for a few days while Lear painted.
Returning to the question of the signature, whilst ‘FZ’ is one possible resolution,
equally likely is ‘FL’, which may be expanded to Franklin Lushington. Although
we currently have little idea of whether or not Lushington painted, it was not
uncommon at that time for one of his class to experiment with watercolour
sketching. Lear’s sketch of this view just two months later was made from almost
the same spot. The combination of dates, initials and subject matter is compelling,
and Lushington emerges as the most likely artist.

A high quality publication programme continues to be the cornerstone of current
work at Butrint. A further two books in the Butrint Series was published in 2008,
as was a broad range of specialised articles intended for both academic journals
and conference proceedings as well as magazines.
The success of Venetian Butrint (Andrew Crowson, 2007) was followed up by a
further two books in the Butrint Series, each providing engaging investigations
of the divers history of the site. The Baptistery with its near-perfectly preserved
mosaic floor is undoubtedly the most famous of the monuments at Butrint, and
The Butrint Baptistery and its Mosaics (by John Mitchell) is an exploration of this
iconic monument. Carefully contextualised, the focal point of the discussion is
reserved for a fascinating analysis of the iconography the mosaic pavement and
ritual implications of the design. The study highlights the contextual relationships
of the mosaics with the schools and artisans of the east Mediterranean and the
ecclesiastic patronage of its commission, providing important insights for the
rich body of early Christian mosaics found throughout Butrint.
The subject of the third book, The Rise and Fall of Byzantine Butrint (by Richard
Hodges) creates a seamless join between the two previous volumes. It details one
of the most turbulent periods of Mediterranean history (AD 400-1200) in the
light of the latest archaeological results from Butrint. The flourishing Christian
city, with its churches and elaborate mosaic pavements, was gradually replaced
first by a succession of homesteads before the re-making of Butrint as a town
around AD 1000. However, Byzantine authority was eventually extinguished in
the face of the Venetians and their Frankish allies. This book presents a vivid
new understanding of the remaking and social organisation of towns in the
middle Byzantine period - a period that endured the end of the Roman world
and the creation of a medieval Europe.

In preparation are a series of archaeological monographs focussed on two of the
major areas of investigation over the past 15 years: the Triconch Palace and
Diaporit. The format will follow those of Roman Butrint (2007) and Byzantine
Butrint (2004), with in all four individual volumes dedicated to the various
aspects of the archaeology and material culture of the two sites. In addition a
further monograph will detail and contextualise the results from smaller
investigations at Butrint and its environs. This will include studies of prehistoric,
Roman and medieval sites, land-use and environmental studies, and material
culture and find studies. The volume will provide an important overview of the
long settlement history of Butrint.
Aimed at providing a comprehensive overview of archaeological sites and
monuments in Albania, the Archaeological Guide to Albania (by Oliver J. Gilkes)
will present an invaluable insight to the rich and diverse history of the country.
Drawing on the latest archaeological result and surveys, it includes detailed
discussions and illustrations of archaeological remains, from Prehistoric
settlement sites, Hellenistic sanctuaries and Roman urban buildings, to
Byzantine ecclesiastic architecture, medieval fortifications and Ottoman castles.
In preparation for publication in 2009 is the fourth volume in the Butrint
Series: Hellenistic and Roman Butrint (by Inge Lyse Hansen). Further, Gjerak
Karaiskaj’s seminal1985 study The Fortifications of Butrint will be published for
the first time in English. This is one of the single most significant archaeological
discourses produced on Butrint during the communist era in Albania (1945-91).
It encapsulates perfectly the political and historical paradigm within which the
author was obliged to operate, and highlights the theme of ethnic, cultural and
social continuity from the ancient Illyrians to modern Albanians. Updated with
new illustrations, the book is an important contribution to the on-going debate
about castles and fortifications in the Balkans.
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SUMMARY OF FINANCIAL ACTIVITIES
INDEPENDENT AUDITORS’ STATEMENT TO THE TRUSTEES
OF THE BUTRINT FOUNDATION
We have examined the summarised financial statements of the Butrint
Foundation set out on page 20.
RESPECTIVE RESPONSIBILITIES OF TRUSTEES AND AUDITORS
The Trustees are responsible for preparing the annual review containing
summarised financial statements in accordance with the recommendations of the
charities SORP.

STATEMENT OF FINANCIAL ACTIVITIES FOR THE YEAR ENDED 31 DECEMBER 2008
TRUSTEES’ STATEMENT
These summarised accounts may not contain sufficient information to allow a
full understanding of the financial affairs of the Butrint Foundation. For further
information the full audited accounts should be consulted - copies are available
from the Butrint Foundation, 29 St James’s Place, London SW1A 1NR. The full
accounts have been audited by Saffery Champness and received an unqualified
opinion. They were approved by the trustees on DATE and will be submitted
to the Charity Commission.
Lord Rothschild, OM, GBE (Chairman)

Our responsibility is to report to you our opinion on the consistency of the
summarised financial statements with the full financial statements and Trustees’
Annual Report. We also read the other information contained in the annual
review and consider the implications for our report if we become aware of any
apparent misstatements or material inconsistencies with the summarised
financial statements.
BASIS OF OPINION
We conducted our work in accordance with Bulletin 1999/6 “The auditors
statement on the summary financial statement” issued by the Auditing Practices
Board for use in the United Kingdom.
OPINION
In our opinion the summarised financial statements are consistent with the full
financial statements and the Trustees’ Report of the Butrint Foundation for the
year ended 31 December 2008.
Saffery Champness
Registered Auditors
Lion House
Red Lion Street
WC1R 4GB
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BALANCE SHEET AT 31 DECEMBER 2008

T RU S T E E S O F T H E BU T R I N T F O U N D AT I O N
2007
£

Tangible fixed assets

2006
£

£

8,759

£

Lord Rothschild, OM, GBE (Co-Chairman)

981

Lord Sainsbury of Preston Candover, KG (Co-Chairman)
Current Assets
Stock of books purchased
Sundry debtors
Cash at bank and in hand
Total current assets

8,860
29,232
468,792
506,884

29,250
293,863
323,113

Martine D’Anglejan-Chatillon

Sir Jocelyn Stevens, CVO
Current Liabilities
Creditors: amounts falling due within one year:
Accruals and deferred income
Other creditors

215,206
60,114
275,320

52,730
63,119
115,849

Jessica Douglas-Home

Net current assets

231,564

207,264

Total net assets

240,323

208,245

130,737
109,586

92,023
116,222

240,323

208,245

The Hon. Emmy Rothschild

Funds
Unrestricted
Restricted

BU T R I N T F O U N D AT I O N S TA F F

Brian Ayers (Director)

Prof. Richard Hodges (Scientific Director)

Andrew Crowson (Administrator)

Smirald Kola (Project Officer)
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P U B L I C AT I O N S
Publications in 2008
Bescoby, D. J., Barclay, J. & Andrews, J. (2008). Saints and Sinners: A
tephrochronology for late antique landscape change in the Epirus region based
upon the eruptive history of Lipari, Aeolian Islands. Journal of Archaeological
Science 35, 2574-2579.

Hodges, R. (2007) Saranda, Ancient Onchesmos. A short History and Guide.
Tirana, Migjeni. ISBN 978-99943-943-6-4
Hodges, R. (2006) Eternal Butrint. A Unesco World Heritage Site in Albania.
London, General Penne Publishing. ISBN 1-905680-01-5
Hodges, R., Bowden, W. and Lako, K. (2004) (eds.) Byzantine Butrint:
Excavations and Survey 1994-1999. Oxford, Oxbow. ISBN 1842171585

Hodges, R. (2008) Shkëlqimi dhe rënia e Butrintit bizantin / The Rise and Fall of
Byzantine Butrint. London/Tirana, Butrint Foundation. ISBN 978-0-9535556-7-3

Martin, S. (2001) The Butrint Management Plan 2000-2005. London, Butrint
Foundation. ISBN 0953555615 **

Mitchell, J. (2008) Pagëzimorja e Butrintit dhe mozaikët e saj / The Butrint
Baptistery and its Mosaics. London/Tirana, Butrint Foundation. ISBN 978-09535556-5-9

Payne, C. (2003) (ed.) Butrinti 1993-2003. Ten Years of Research / Dhjetë Vjet
Kërkim Shkencor. London, Butrint Foundation. ISBN 0-9535556-3-1 **

Other publications
Bejko, L. and Hodges, R. (2006) (eds) New Directions in Albanian Archaeology
(ICAA Archaeology Monograph 1). Tirana, ICAA. ISBN 99943-923-0-1
Bowden, W. (2003) Epirus Vetus: The Archaeology of a Late Antique Province.
London, Duckworth. ISBN 0715631160
Butrint: The Rise and Fall of a Mediterranean City (2003) 30-min. VHS/DVD
film by Eye-To-Eye.**
Crowson, A. (2007) Butrinti Venecian / Venetian Butrint. London/Tirana,
Butrint Foundation. ISBN 978-0-9535556-4-2
Francis, K. (2005) (ed.) Explorations in Albania, 1930-39: The Notebooks of Luigi
Cardini, Prehistorian with the Italian Archaeological Mission (BSA Suppl. 37).
London, British School at Athens. ISBN 0904887480
Gilkes, O.J. (2003) (ed.) The Theatre at Butrint. Luigi Maria Ugolini’s
Excavations at Butrint 1928-1932 (Albania antica IV). London, British School at
Athens. ISBN 0904887448
Hansen, I.L., Gilkes, O.J. and Crowson, A. (2005) Kalivo and Çuka e Aitoit,
Albania. Interim Report on Surveys and Excavations 1928-2004.
www.butrintfoundation.co.uk.
Hansen, I.L. and Hodges, R. (2007) (eds), Roman Butrint. An Assessment.
Oxford, Oxbow. ISBN 978-1-84217-234-6
Hayden, B. (2005) Trekking through Southern Albania. Tirana, Toena. ISBN
9994310232 *
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Renton, D., Bino, T., Hayden, B., Martin, S. and Wimberley, G. (2005) Butrint
National Park. A guide to the Environment and Walking Trails. Tirana, Butrint
Foundation/Butrint National Park.*
Vroom, J. (2005) Byzantine to Modern Pottery in the Aegean: An Introduction and
Field Guide, Utrecht, Parnassus Press/Bijleveld. ISBN 978-9061314417
Forthcoming publications
Bowden, W. and Përzhita, L. (in preparation) (eds.) The Roman and Late
Antique Villa at Diaporit, Oxford, Oxbow.
Francis, K., Bescoby, D. & Gjipali, I. (2009). A preliminary investigation of two
prehistoric cave sites in southern Albania. Annual of the British School at Athens
104.Gilkes, O.J. (forthcoming) Archaeological Guide to Albania. Tirana, ICAA.
Hansen, I.L. (2009) Hellenistic and Roman Butrint. London/Tirana, Butrint
Foundation.
Hodges, R., Bowden, W. and Lako, K. (in preparation) (eds.) Butrint:
Excavations at the Triconch Palace, Oxford, Oxbow.
Karaiskaj, G. (2009) The Fortifications of Butrint. London, Butrint Foundation.
ISBN 978-0-9535556-6-6
A full list of Butrint Foundation publications can be downloaded for free from
www.butrintfoundation.co.uk and www.butrint.org
All publications are available from Oxbow Books, except for those marked:
* Available from the Butrint Foundation. Please see www.butrintfoundation.co.uk for
price and payment details.
** Out of print
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